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Collaboration, creativity, and coopera-

tion. Those three words embody the

spirit of co-location, a unique approach

to teamwork that Sundt is using on all

major design-build projects. The idea is

to encourage constant communication

between the contractor and the architect

by housing them together in the same

office space throughout a project’s

design and construction phases.

“We believe the future of the design-build delivery method is a team that becomes more and

more integrated,” said Project Director Terry Abair. “Co-location solves some of the more

challenging aspects of design-build because it encourages collaboration rather than the 

traditional back-and-forth style of communication that occurs when designers and 

contractors work separately.”

Abair cited one of Sundt’s recent projects as an example of how co-location can be used 

successfully. “We have achieved great results on the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism

project for the City of Phoenix and Arizona State University in downtown Phoenix,” he 

said. “Instead of designing and then value-engineering the project to make the budget 

work, we focused on keeping the design on budget each and every day. Being in constant 

communication allowed the team to achieve six separate fast-track design document 

package submittals on budget and on schedule.”

The 223,000-square-foot, six-story structure will provide ASU’s Walter Cronkite School of

Journalism with substantially improved and expanded facilities that are more in line with 

the growing enrollment and program offerings. The building will be fully equipped with 

cutting-edge amenities including newsrooms, computer labs, TV studios, 12 classrooms,

offices and an auditorium. KAET-TV’s portion of the building will be 76,000 square feet, 

and will include TV studios, production and audio control rooms, a transmission center,

offices and conference rooms. The building will also contain general classroom space and

room on the ground floor for retail tenants. 

“The final benefits to the Cronkite project are still being measured,” Abair continued. “We

designed the project to the budget and achieved all of the permit submittals on schedule.

That is a first in my 34-year career.”
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At right: The Walter Cronkite
School of Journalism, under
construction in downtown
Phoenix.



FIRE STATION PROJECT HELPS 
REVITALIZE DOWNTOWN TUCSON
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Sundt will play a role in the revitalization of downtown Tucson when it breaks

ground this fall on Fire Central, a sophisticated new fire station in the city’s center.

As part of the $28 million project, Sundt is also constructing a pedestrian greenway

that will link several nearby streets with walking and bicycle paths, and a barrio

memorial focusing on the history of Tucson’s original downtown neighborhoods.

Fire Central and the greenway are both key components in the City of Tucson’s

downtown revitalization plan.  

“Downtown revitalization continues to be a trend particularly in the West and

Southwest,” said Project Director Jim Drago. “In order to be successful, these

projects require a contractor, like Sundt, that knows how to blend new ideas and

timeless values.”

When complete in the spring of 2009, the 62,000-square-foot Fire Central will 

feature a 16-bed dormitory, five-stall apparatus bay, and consolidated administrative

offices for Tucson Fire Department. Storage areas and a temporary evidence room

will also be included in the two-story structure, along with a 132-space underground

parking garage.  

A special feature of Fire Central will be a firefighter memorial and museum, which

will include a bell tower to house the original fire department “five-mile bell.” This

treasured artifact, cast in the 1800s, was used to call in volunteers to fight a fire

because its ring could be heard up to five miles away.    

Fire Central will replace Tucson’s aging Fire Station No. 1, a facility that was also

built by Sundt for the City of Tucson nearly 40 years ago. 

Artist’s rendering of Tucson’s 
Fire Central
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Arizona Offices

1501 W. Fountainhead Pkwy.

Suite 600

Tempe, Arizona 85282

(480) 293-3000

Contact: Richard Parker

4101 E. Irvington Rd.

Tucson, Arizona 85714

(520) 748-7555

Contact: Curt Woody
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Nevada Office

825 Steneri Way

Sparks, Nevada 89431

(775) 358-9930

Contact: Tim Krump

Southern California Office

1660 Hotel Circle North, Suite 400

San Diego, California 92108

(858) 490-6800

Contact: Robin Tsuchida

Northern California Office

2860 Gateway Oaks Dr., Suite 300

Sacramento, CA 95833

(916) 830-8000

Contact: Teri Jones

SUNDT CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Federal Office

7776 S. Pointe Parkway West, Suite 270

Phoenix, AZ 85044

(602) 626-1450

Contact: Tom Mertz

Heavy Civil Offices

2630 S. 20th Pl.

Phoenix, Arizona 85034

(602) 252-5881

Contact: John Carlson

320 Deer Island Lane

Novato, California 94945

(415) 892-0848

Contact: Todd West
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CONTRACTOR LICENSE NUMBERS

Sundt Construction, Inc.
Arizona: ROC068012-A; ROC068013-B01
California: 453175-A,B,C-8
Nevada: 22067-AB

Sundt Construction, Inc., Southern California
California: 418833-A,B,C-8

Sundt Construction, Inc., Northern California
California: 511371-AB

C. R. Fedrick, Inc.
Arizona: ROC076760-A; ROC076761-B01 
California: 281747-A,B,C-7,C-10 
Nevada: 9243-A

Building B at the Biodesign Institute 
at Arizona State University, which
recently received Platinum Certification
from the U.S. Green Building Council

Among the many award-winning projects Sundt has built 

over the years, the Biodesign Institute at Arizona State

University in Tempe, Ariz. stands out as one of the most 

prestigious. The most recent honor was announced this 

summer, when Building B received the highest certification

given by the U.S. Green Building Council. 

“Sundt is very proud to be a part of the team that built the first LEED®

(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Platinum Certified building 

in the state of Arizona,” said Sundt Senior Vice President Eric Hedlund. 

“We are committed to the sustainability movement, and currently have more

than 80 LEED-accredited professionals on our staff.” 

The Biodesign Institute facilities were designed by the architectural team of

Gould Evans+Lord, Aeck & Sargent. The facility also won the 2006 Lab of 

the Year award from R&D Magazine. 

ASU PROJECT WINS 
GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL’S 

PLATINUM CERTIFICATION




