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SUNDT COMPANIES HEADQUARTERS AWARDED LEED GOLD CERTIFICATION
Building underscores company’s commitment to green construction practices

	Tucson, Ariz. (Dec. 6, 2011) - Sundt’s Tucson headquarters has been awarded LEED Gold certification by the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC). The 47,000-square-foot, two-story design-build project, which was designed by Tucson-based WSM Architects, was completed in mid-March. 
	An industry leader when it comes to sustainable practices and its commitment to the sustainability on projects across the nation, Sundt integrated the latest green building practices in its Tucson office. The general contractor utilized Building Information Modeling (BIM) technologies to minimize waste and increase efficiency during the design and construction process.  
“We wanted to make a statement in the southern Arizona market that showed what Sundt is all about and reflect what we're doing across the country,” said Project Director Kurt Wadlington.  “Our mission has always been to demonstrate the latest in technology, sustainability and smart design. We did that first with our Tempe headquarters, and were excited to take that experience and build on it with even newer in green building practices for our Tucson location."
The Sundt office's LEED Gold certification was based on a number of green design and construction elements have an impact on the project, the environment and the broader community. Some of these elements include: 
	
	Reduced Water Consumption
The design and construction of Sundt’s Tucson office incorporated a number of water-saving features, including low-water-use desert landscaping, low-flow water fixtures, waterless urinals and dual-function toilets. Together, these steps reduced the building’s annual water consumption by 123,745 gallons, nearly 50 percent less than a comparable building with standard features.

	Reduced Construction Waste
	By establishing a special recycling program, the project team was able to divert 91 percent of 	construction waste to recycling facilities. Without this special effort, these materials would have been 
sent to landfills.

	Use of Recycled Materials
	Approximately 21 percent of the items used to construct Sundt’s Tucson office were made with recycled materials, including aggregate for the concrete, structural steel, raised-access floor panels, carpet, rubberized flooring and bathroom partitions.

	Green Cleaning
	The crews that clean Sundt’s Tucson office at the end each day use environmentally-friendly “green” cleaning supplies. To minimize particulates, they also use special vacuums with high efficiency filters, microfiber cloth items for dusting and cleaning, and flat mops with microfiber pads.

	Optimized Energy Performance
	Several steps were taken in the design of Sundt’s Tucson office to maximize energy performance. The building’s overall energy use was reduced by approximately 25 percent through the use of a central plant with an energy-efficient chiller, natural gas for heating, dual-pane glass windows, under-floor air distribution and lighting controlled by motion sensors.

	Improved Indoor Air Quality
	The use of building materials that emit low amounts of volatile organic compounds helped provide a cleaner environment for employees working in Sundt’s Tucson office, including paints, sealants, carpet and composite wood products. The building also has continuous carbon dioxide monitoring in all occupied spaces.

	Pervious Concrete Paving
One area of the Sundt parking lot is paved with pervious concrete. Pervious concrete paving is a special mix made with coarse aggregates, cement, water, chemical admixtures and little to no sand. It’s porous, so it allows high rates of water transmission. This reduces the amount of water and sediment runoff and filters typical contaminates that could make their way into waterways. The use of pervious concrete paving allows building owners to utilize more of their site by reducing or eliminating the need for retention areas.       

	With more than 180 LEED accredited professionals and in excess of 60 LEED registered/certified projects since 1984, Sundt has maintained its status as an industry leader in sustainable design and construction. The company's portfolio includes numerous other eco-friendly projects including the LEED Platinum certified University of California - Davis Graduate School of Management, the LEED Platinum-certified Arizona Game and Fish Headquarters, and the LEED Platinum certified Building B of the Biodesign Institute at Arizona State University, which was the first building in the Southwest to achieve Platinum-level certification. 

About Sundt
Sundt Construction, Inc. is one of the country's largest and most respected general contractors. Known nationally for its innovative approach to construction services, the firm is currently ranked the 45th largest construction company in the United States by ENR, the industry's principal trade magazine. www.sundt.com 
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